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Synopsis
Climate Change and Environmental Impact Review Process 
Introduction 
	The topic of climate change and environmental impact have gained global concerns as an attempt to promote environmental sustainability. The article by Gerrard (2008) highlights some of the related issues addressed by the US in its trajectory in adopting effective policies to contribute to sustainability. The environmental laws and policies have involved lawsuits, and controversies which have in turn led to significant reviews as well as new regulations.
Critical Analysis 
	One of the significant issues in the article is the government’s involvement in promoting environmental conservation. According to Gerrard (2008), National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1970 was the first substantial regulation that aimed to consider the environmental issues that result from major projects. This approach is valuable as it enabled the formulation of Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), which required projects to consider the impacts of their activities on the environment as well as alternative actions. As such, relevant projects had to produce an EIS report before implementation.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The second significant issue in the report by Gerrard (2008) was on the direct and indirect environmental effects of a venture on the environment. This subject is controversial as many critics argued that it is challenging to foresee environmental impacts that may result from a single project (Byrne et al., 2007). Nevertheless, in 1990, the Council of Environmental Quality issued a report to show scientific evidence on the possibility of predicting climate change. As such, NEPA proposed the assessment of the new regulations in relevant projects (Gerrard, 2008). 
An interesting aspect of the article is the ineffective implementation of the NEPA policies in the US. Gerrard (2008) affirms that despite evidence on foreseeable climate change, many federal projects do not provide useful information on the impacts of greenhouse gases (GHGs) that will result from the ventures. As a result, this challenge continues to contribute to the rising risk of global warming (Cushman et al., 2015). Furthermore, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recommends an analysis of alternatives to mitigate excess CO2 emissions. 
Gerrard (2008) also points out that different states have altered approaches in the implementation of the NEPA guidelines. As such, there is no distinct approach that is used to examine the climate change impacts that may result from different projects. This challenge has resulted in disputes as an effort to achieve an effective solution. For instance, in 2007, critics in California saw the need for strict guidelines to regulate the emission of GHGs. As such, the arguments led to approaches such as setting emission reduction goals and mitigation measures. Also, the state recommends an assessment of a project’s compliance with GHGs emission reduction strategies. Furthermore, the New York state environmental quality revision act also recommends the calculation of CO2 emission for proposed projects. As such, these policies have a significant impact on controlling air pollution in the country (Slotterback, 2011). 
The article also points out a significant issue regarding the impact of state regulations on mitigating climate change in the US. Gerrard (2008) asserts that the federal government has minimal involvement in the implementation of laws regarding the regulation of climate change from proposed projects in different states in the US. As such, these challenges increases the chances of conflicts, especially during the implementation of interstate or international projects. Besides, the states incur more finances in case of conflicting laws that need to be relentlessly amended. 
Gerrard (2008) also notes an interesting point on the challenges that limit effective review and implementation of the policy. According to the author, many controversies on environmental laws result due to concerns on economic loss that results in case certain amendments are implemented (Gerrard, 2008). Slotterback (2011) also notes that an imbalance between economic gain and environmental sustainability contributes to the conflicts and may lead to climate change in case of poor decision making. As such, it is crucial to engage a multidisciplinary team when formulating the policies. Also, Slotterback (2011) recommends setting goals that will guide in reviewing the effectiveness of the plan. Consequently, this approach enables the implementation of actions that promote the quality of the environment as well as to attain economic growth in the country.
How the Article Relates to Class Discussions 
The article by Gerrard (2008) also relates to the class discussion on land use and environmental regulation. From the discussions, it is clear that different states mainly regulate most land use issues. These laws were implemented from the early twentieth century and aimed to control aspects such as soil erosion and direct emission of pollutants from industries. As such, the local authority in states and municipalities takes part in developing and implementing the laws. Nevertheless, the state judicial branch has a crucial role in limiting the government’s operation on the land-use issue. For instance, in 2007, the attorney general in California filed a lawsuit against San Bernardino County to influence the assessment of the environmental quality act (Gerrard, 2008). This approach was crucial as it enabled the amendment of the law to guide land-use decisions in the county. 
Regarding environmental regulation, the article also points out the system applied in the US to protect the environment. Gerrard (2008) points out that the federal government formulates general policies and agencies such as the NEPA which provides guidelines to meet goals such as clean air in the country. The agency then funds money to states, which take part in enforcing some of the guidelines. This approach is meant to ensure the implementation of environmental rules that are applicable in the region. 
Personal Comment
	The article by Gerrard (2008) points out the need to review the environmental regulation policies and laws in the US. The inconsistencies in the formulation and implementation of the regulations across the country increase risk of poor decision making. As such, this paves the way for approval of projects that contribute to global warming in the globe. Therefore, authorities in charge of environmental and land use policies should collaborate in formulating effective policies to control climate change. The policies should be straight forward and include an assessment period to ensure companies and individuals comply with the guidelines. Also, there should be strict penalties to be enforced on those who disregard the set policies. As a result, this approach will minimize conflict as well as reduce high costs that are spent to rectify the consequences of environmental pollution from specific projects in the country. 
Conclusion 
	To sum up, Gerrard (2008) brings out essential points regarding the process involving climate change and environmental impact review in the US. The author points out that the federal government plays a less significant role in regulating climate change as states are left to play larger roles in enforcing the policies. This approach causes controversies as well as inconsistencies as certain rules are unclear. Nevertheless, some of these regulations have been crucial in controlling pollution from proposed projects in the country. As such, it can be concluded that there is a need for frequent review of the policies to ensure that the laws meet the intended goals of promoting environmental sustainability. 
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